
I. UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

A. My tongue is little but         .

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we 

who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at 

fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. When we 

put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal.  

Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 

are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a 

small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by 

a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts 

the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  

– James 3:1 -6

B. My tongue is not only powerful, but it is also                         .

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been 

tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  

– James 3:7- 8

C. My tongue is not only hard to tame, but it    clearly what’s                   .

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 

made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this 

should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? My brothers,  

can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.  

– James 3:9 -12
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Big Idea: In His infinite wisdom, God designed a universe where words matter...God’s words and ours.

Text: James 3:1-12



II. APPLYING THE TEXT

Because words matter...I make these three commitments:

A. That God’s words are going to           and              my words.

And how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may 

be thoroughly equipped for every good work. – 2 Timothy 3:15 -17

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, 

and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  

– Colossians 3:16

B. That I will use words to         and not to                     .

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful  

for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  

– Ephesians 4:29

C. That I will speak words that are               .

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight,  

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. – Psalm 19:14

MEMORY VERSE
Do not use harmful words, but only helpful words, the kind that build up and provide  

what is needed, so that what you say will do good to those who hear you.

EPHESIANS 4:29 (GNT)


